


WHO THE &#^$ IS THIS GUY AND  
WHY SHOULD WE CARE? 

RATTLESNAKE SOLUTIONS RELOCATES OVER 1,100 
SNAKES PER YEAR IN PHOENIX AND TUCSON 

pays for: 

• INTENSIVE, ONGOING FIELD STUDY OF WILD SNAKES 
•RESEARCHING URBAN RATTLESNAKE CONSERVATION  
•10-40 HOURS FIELD TIME EACH WEEK 
•>1,000 OF UNIQUE ENCOUNTERS YEARLY AS WELL AS  
•CAPTIVE CARE AND RESIDENTIAL CAPTURE/RELEASE



15 Species 
(17 Inc. Subspecies)

More Than 
Any Other State.

6 Species in 
Phoenix City Limits



WESTERN DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus atrox

Largest rattlesnake 
species in Arizona,  
adult size ~ 4’+. 
 
Though they may  
get bigger elsewhere, 
in Arizona, 5’ is an 
incredibly rare size. 
 
Brown, tan, or grey, 
and even pink in some 
parts of their range.



WESTERN DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus atrox

Defensive posture 
is the famous 
“S” strike position 
made famous in 
desert truck stops 
and bad taxidermy 
shops everywhere.



WESTERN DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus atrox

Very commonly 
found in regional 
parks and near  
homes that border 
the desert.



SOUTHWESTERN SPECKLED RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus pyrrhus

Medium-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
sizes from 2-3’. 
 
Specialist … 
the most variable 
coloration of any 
rattlesnake.



SOUTHWESTERN SPECKLED RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus pyrrhus

Color matches 
rock color in each 
mountain system 
where they live.
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In context, their 
camouflage is  
nearly perfect …



SOUTHWESTERN SPECKLED RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus pyrrhus

In context, their 
camouflage is  
nearly perfect … 
 
… an invisible 
rattlesnake.
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Large-sized 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sizes from 3-4’+.
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NORTHERN BLACKTAILED RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus molossus molossus

Large-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
sizes from 3-4’+. 
 
Green, yellow, 
tan, brown, and  
black. 

Most likely to be 
mistaken for the  
“Mojave Green” 
rattlesnake.



TIGER RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus tigris

Small-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
sizes from 2-3’. 
 
Grey, blueish, pink, 
with tiny head, 
oversized rattle, 
and bands.



TIGER RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus tigris

Small-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
sizes from 2-3’. 
 
Grey, blueish, pink, 
with tiny head, 
oversized rattle, 
and bands.



TIGER RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus tigris

Very common in 
most city and regional 
parks, near trails, 
but rarely seen by 
most people.



SONORAN SIDEWINDER      Crotalus cerastes cercobombus

Small-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
sizes usually <2’. 
 
“Horn” over each eye, 
heavy-bodied, moves 
with side-winding 
motion at times.
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SONORAN SIDEWINDER      Crotalus cerastes cercobombus

Small-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
sizes usually <2’. 
 
“Horn” over each eye, 
heavy-bodied, moves 
with side-winding 
motion at times.



NORTHERN MOJAVE RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus scutulatus scutulatus

Large-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
size about 3’. 
 
Brown, tan, or green 
in color.



NORTHERN MOJAVE RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus scutulatus scutulatus

Center of many 
rattlesnake myths  

No such thing as a 

“Mojave Green”



NORTHERN MOJAVE RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus scutulatus scutulatus

Can be very defensive, 
but not aggressive. 
 
Does not jump, chase, 
strike great distances, 
bite through tires,  
run down cars or 
horses, leap into 
open windows, eat 
children, etc., etc. …



NORTHERN MOJAVE RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus scutulatus scutulatus

Often misidentified 
due to notoriety 

 
Prefers sandy, low 
desert; avoids rocky, 
mountainous areas.



ARIZONA BLACK RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus cerberus

Large-sized 
rattlesnake, adult 
size about 3.5’. 
 
Brown, black, with 
white bands.



ARIZONA BLACK RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus cerberus

Woodland, forest 
and chaparral areas,  
some very near 
Phoenix.



ARIZONA BLACK RATTLESNAKE      Crotalus cerberus

Often referred to by 
locals as a Timber 
Rattlesnake, but is 
very different.



GILA MONSTER      Heloderma suspectum

Only species of 
venomous lizard 
in the United States. 
 
Protected in AZ.
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SONORAN CORALSNAKE      Micruroides euryxanthus

Only non-viper 
venomous snake 
species in AZ. 
 
Small, rarely seen. 
 
Rhymes don’t work. 
 
If you’re bitten by 
one, it’s your fault.



RATTLESNAKES 
FACT & FICTION



Lots of people  

+ 
Lots of snakes: 

=  

Lots of snake  

stories.



WHY ALL THE DRAMA?

WHERE DO WE GET THIS STUFF?



WHERE DO WE GET THIS STUFF?

MOVIES & TV



WHERE DO WE GET THIS STUFF?

THE MEDIA



WHERE DO WE GET THIS STUFF?

UNCLES, COWORKERS,  
AND “MY FRIEND’S COUSIN”



TOP 

10 
MYTHS



MYTH  
“Rattlesnake Attack”

1



MYTH  
“Rattlesnake Attack” 

REALITY  
“Defensive” is a more 
accurate word.

1



MYTH  
“It showed it’s fangs and 
was ready to lunge.”
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MYTH  
“It showed it’s fangs and 
was ready to lunge.” 

REALITY  
Rattlesnakes don’t open 
mouth as defensive 
display, and don’t jump or 
perform magical stunts.
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3
MYTH  
“Babies are more 
dangerous than adults.” 

REALITY  
Babies venom may be 
slightly more toxic, but the 
amount of venom matters. 

Babies have as much 
control over venom as 
adults do.
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4



MYTH  
“Rattlesnakes avoid 
snake-repellants, 
mothballs, rope, etc…” 

REALITY  
They don’t care, save  
your money and focus 
on habitat reduction  
and snake fencing.

4



MYTH  
“Rattlesnakes avoid 
snake-repellants, 
mothballs, rope, etc…” 

REALITY  
They don’t care, save  
your money and focus 
on habitat reduction  
and snake fencing.

4



MYTH  
“Rattlesnake eggs…”

5



MYTH  
“Rattlesnake eggs…” 

REALITY  
Rattlesnakes give live birth 
and actively care for their 
young for awhile.

5



MYTH  
“Rattlesnake eggs…” 

REALITY  
Rattlesnakes give live birth 
and actively care for their 
young for awhile. 

These are quail eggs.
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MYTH  
“Baby rattlesnakes don’t 
have rattles yet.”
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MYTH  
“Baby rattlesnakes don’t 
have rattles yet.” 

REALITY  
Baby rattlesnakes are 
born with a single rattle 
segment. No rattlesnakes 
have pointed tails.
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MYTH  
“Suck the venom out!” 

REALITY  
Never do this.
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MYTH  
“Suck the venom out!” 

REALITY  
Never do this.
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MYTH  
“Rattlesnakes are  
evolving not to rattle!”
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MYTH  
“Rattlesnakes are  
evolving not to rattle!” 

REALITY  
There is no evidence to 
support this.
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MYTH  
“Check out this giant 
rattler my buddy done kilt 
when we was huntin.” 

REALITY  
Forced perspective. 

People are bad at 
estimating size, especially 
when excited or scared.
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MYTH  
Killing rattlesnakes makes 
an area more safe. 

REALITY  
It’s complicated, but, no. 

Over-estimation of abilities 
+ human nature  
= ambulance.
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IN THE LAST 10 YEARS: 
25 SNAKE BITE DEATHS IN U.S. 

#1 REASON: HANDLING 

ONLY BITE DEATH AT A RESIDENCE IN THE PAST 15+ YEARS: 
“… fire marshal, went to help a neighbor who had spotted a rattlesnake while mowing grass.  

He shot at the snake; it went under a shed and Guidry was bitten when he reached for it.”
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Things more dangerous  
than a rattlesnake.



Falling out of bed. 450 per year.



Falling Coconuts. 150 per year.



High School Football. 12 per year.



Champagne corks. 24 per year.



Ants. 30 per year.



Vending Machines. 13 per year.



Christmas Shopping. 1-3 per year.



Fact: Rattlesnakes get a bad rap.



MORE INFORMATION 
RATTLESNAKESOLUTIONS.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/SNAKEREMOVAL

PHOTO & LOCATION (GPS IF POSSIBLE) TO 
INFO@RATTLESNAKESOLUTIONS.COM 
OR 4806943020

REPORT SIGHTINGS! 

RATTLESNAKESOLUTIONS.COM/GOOGLE 
RATTLESNAKESOLUTIONS.COM/YELP 
RATTLESNAKESOLUTIONS.COM/FACEBOOK

LEAVE A REVIEW ;)


